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VETERANS ISSUES — JOONDALUP CITY RSL 

Statement by Member for Joondalup 

MS E. HAMILTON (Joondalup) [12.53 pm]: I wish to congratulate the Joondalup City RSL, which has opened 
a veterans’ support centre at the Heathridge Leisure Centre to provide advocacy and welfare services for all 
veterans and their families. It is currently the only centre of its kind in the northern corridor and provides veterans 
with a diverse range of support services, such as referrals to emergency relief and mental health service providers, 
advocating for veterans in their dealings with organisations such as the Department of Veterans’ Affairs and the 
Defence Force Ombudsman, and a 24/7 mobile phone support service. 

The Joondalup City RSL, headed by president Rick Green, is run by an enthusiastic and dedicated team of 
volunteers like Ken Beven, Jim Britton, Nev Maw and Deb Wattie. Membership stands at around 150 people and 
there are already a number of vital services available to all veterans of the Australian Defence Force and allied 
forces and their families. From cleaning up the yards of elderly veterans to bringing people together in a spirit of 
camaraderie and lending an ear when times get tough, the RSL does great things for the veteran community. 
Joondalup City RSL volunteer co-ordinator, Ken Beven, estimates the veteran population of the City of Joondalup 
is around 7 500 people and is concerned that many veterans are unaware that they do not have to be an 
RSL member to access many of these services. This support can be life-changing, particularly for veterans 
suffering from conditions such as depression and PTSD. I am committed to ensuring that more veterans and their 
families are aware of what assistance is available at the newly opened veterans’ support centre and that there is 
a friendly community of people with shared experiences who are looking forward to welcoming them.  
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